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HE'LAST THING PARENTS want
to do is refumish their children's
ropm &s often as they buy new
clothing for them.'So parents should
take tha room adiptable as the child
grows up, designers recommend.

- “Avgld the temptation to introduce .

a juvenile theme, like race-car beds or

ballerina table lamps,” said Debbie
Wiener, owner of Designing Solutions, a-
Washington, £.C.<based [irm. “Themed

iterns are expensive, and your child wilk
probably hate them in just a few years.”

While It makes sense to” avoid-
incorparating themes -inte long-lasting -
alements of the room, such as the bed,

desk or chairs, parents ara increasingly

using themas for accessories, suth as.
hanners, bedspreads, lingn and window -

treaiments, said Richard Healy. - vice
president and general manager of The

Blacs Furpiture Galiery, which™ has - -

stares in Farmingdale and Carle Place,
with an upcoming store in Coram.

"Pargnts zre doing the themes as :

"

accessories,” he said. “Thet gives

you the versatuhly It can go wuth any

type of furniture.”

Recently, the Disney Cars Ber.idmg

Coltection, from the Disney | movis
“Cars,” has bean popular, Healy said.
Years ago, howevar, Disney fumiturs

— nat just aceessories — was all the

rage, he said. But now parents are
seeking furniture that fits a variaty of
ages. “Today, peaple are buying more

versatile, more mature furniture that

the children can grow up with.”
Parants can even save on wailpaper,

ty opting for saintad walls and putting -

the themes elsewhere. A corked wall,

for instance, =lows children to, add |
thelr ever-changing tastes, from the -
heart-throb of the mement to the sports

figure of the month, said. Melody

Davidzon, co-owner of Design Yuursel[ .

Intariprs, DYL.

. As the child moves on t© the next
celzbrity, the change to the room is as
easy a5 taking out the thumbtack.

For a kid who's info skatebnarding,
a parent could use skateboards as

shelving or install holders for skats-
.boards so they almest becoma artwork

whan they'ra not in use, ‘said Kathy
Passarstte, owner of Creative Home

-Expressions, .an_ interior | decorating

compary based in Mount Sinai.

While it makes sense
“to avoid incorporating
themes into long-lasting
~ elements of the room,
stich as the bed, desk
01 Chairs, parents are
 increasingly using
themes for accessories.

: Whatever furniture parents choase,
they. should make sure children have a
say in:the purchase, she said. "As par-
ents, wa decnrate tha rest of our homes
the way we want,” she said. "Kids

“gpend- & lot of time in their rooms,

whether it's studying. watching televi-
sion, reading, and this space should

‘refleu.t them. I'm not saying to fet

tham have free rein, but guide them. |

think-this i5 a great way for Kids to fird

out just what it is they like in lerms of

furnitre and decorating. It alsn gives

them & sense of pride of ownership.”
0n the gther hand, it's the parants

who ultimately pay to furnish Lhe rwom.
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50 1t pavs to kaep it simple so the child
wan't outgrow i, designers said.

“Il you keep tha furniture basic, with
glean lines, it showld be able 1o camy
them theough college sge and beyond,

and the decor swrgunding it may

change based on'their tastes changing,”
Passarete said,

Whila the children might appreciate
race cars or ballerings as part of the
accessories, other elements of tha room
are more: practical.

For instance, low bookcases with
baskets are good for storing items,
including toys, games and stuffed
animals. As the child matures, the
cenlents of the bookcases can change.

Aiso, large slipcovered bean bags

- van be an altemative ta chairs. They're

gasy to clean and can conform 1o
unusual spaces.

The desk should be spacious enough
to aceommodate homework from ele-
merntary 1o high schogl. And the room
shauld be well-lit with floor or ceiling
lights to facilitate reading.

And, of course, the bed should
able 1 handle ihe gver-so- cummon
siBEPOVET,

Barcley Butera, chief executive of
Barclay Butera Inc.. & manufacturing
and design firm based in Los Angeles
and New York, recommends platform
beds because they're low and even
come with an attached nightstand —
no soparate furniture for the kids to
knock over getiing out of bed — and
some have an additional matiress
undarneath that can be pulled over for
tha child's friend.

A Lrundle bed is another option for

‘slespovers, Neither the platform bed

nor the trundle bed takes up extra
space, as it's slored underneath,
and, unlike & hunk bed, the pull-outs
don't force Lhe kids to climb up {0 &
second level.
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